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The present problem we have with the fact
that the Pressler amendment was invoked for
the first—passed in 1985, invoked for the
first time in 1990, and put Pakistan in a no-
man’s land where you didn’t have the equip-
ment and you’d given up the money. That
is what I found when I became President.
And I would very much like to find a resolu-
tion of it.

Under the amendment, I cannot—I will
say again—under the law, I cannot simply
release the equipment. I cannot do that law-
fully. Therefore, we are exploring what else
we can do to try to resolve this in a way that
is fair to Pakistan. I have already made it
clear to you—and I don’t think any American
President has ever said this before—I don’t
think it’s right for us to keep the money and
the equipment. That is not right. And I am
going to try to find a resolution to it. I don’t
like this.

Your country has been a good partner, and
more importantly, has stood for democracy
and opportunity and moderation. And the fu-
ture of the entire part of the world where
Pakistan is depends in some large measure
on Pakistan’s success. So we want to make
progress on this. But the United States, a,
has a law and, b, has large international re-
sponsibilities in the area of nonproliferation
which we must fulfill.

So I’m going to do the very best I can
to work this out, but I will not abandon Paki-
stan. I’m trying to bring the United States
closer to Pakistan, and that’s why I am elated
that the Prime Minister is here today.

Prime Minister Bhutto. And I’d like to
say that we are deeply encouraged by the
understanding that President Clinton has
shown of the Pakistan situation, vis-a-vis the
equipment and vis-a-vis the security needs
arising out of the Kashmir dispute, and also
that Pakistan is willing to play ball in terms
of any regional situation.

We welcome American mediation to help
resolve the Kashmir dispute. We are very
pleased to note that the United States is will-
ing to do so, if India responds positively. And
when my President goes to New Delhi next
month, this is an issue which he can take
up with the Prime Minister of India. But let’s
get down to the business of settling the core
dispute of Kashmir so that our two countries

can work together with the rest of the world
for the common purpose of peace and stabil-
ity.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 92d news conference
began at 1:50 p.m. in the Cross Hall at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Prime Min-
ister P.V. Narasimha Rao of India.

Statement on Signing Self-Employed
Health Insurance Legislation
April 11, 1995

Today I have signed into law H.R. 831,
the ‘‘Self-Employed Health Insurance Act,’’
that extends permanently the tax deductibil-
ity of health insurance premiums for the self-
employed and their dependents.

The Tax Reform Act of 1986 (Public Law
99–514) provided a 25 percent tax deduction
for health insurance premiums for the self-
employed and their dependents. However,
this deduction expired on December 31,
1993. This Act reinstates the 25 percent tax
deduction for health insurance premiums for
1994 and permanently increases that deduc-
tion to 30 percent beginning in 1995.

I strongly support the permanent exten-
sion of this deduction. This Act will permit
3.2 million self-employed individuals to claim
this deduction for health insurance pre-
miums on their income tax returns, begin-
ning with returns filed for 1994. By making
this deduction permanent, we are treating
the self-employed more like other employ-
ers—as they should be.

The increase in the deduction to 30 per-
cent is a step in the right direction. In 1993,
in the Health Security Act, I proposed an
increase in the deduction to 100 percent. In-
creasing the amount of the deduction will
make health insurance more affordable for
self-employed small business people who are
today paying some of the highest insurance
premiums in the Nation.

In approving H.R. 831, however, I must
note my regret that the bill contains a provi-
sion that repeals, as of January 17, 1995, the
current tax treatment for the sale or exchange
of radio and television broadcast facilities and
cable television systems to minority-owned
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businesses (so-called ‘‘section 1071 bene-
fits’’).

My Administration has undertaken a com-
prehensive review of affirmative action pro-
grams, including certain aspects of the sec-
tion 1071 benefits. The Act has unfortunately
preempted the Administration’s ability to ex-
amine section 1071 in the context of this
comprehensive review.

I am also concerned that, in repealing sec-
tion 1071 benefits, a highly objectionable
provision was added to H.R. 831 in con-
ference. This provision will permit certain
pending applicants to receive section 1071
benefits, while denying them to other pend-
ing applicants. This is a perfect example of
where a President could use line-item veto
authority to weed out objectionable special
interest provisions. I urge the Congress to
appoint conferees and move forward expedi-
tiously with line-item veto legislation that
provides authority—this year—to eliminate
special interest tax and spending provisions.

Finally, I regret that the conferees on the
part of the House of Representatives ob-
jected to including in H.R. 831 a provision
that would have closed a tax loophole for the
wealthy. This provision, which was in the
Senate-passed version of the bill, closely re-
sembled a provision I proposed in my FY
1996 Budget. The provision would have pre-
vented wealthy Americans from avoiding
their U.S. tax obligations by renouncing their
citizenship.

Despite these concerns, I am signing H.R.
831 because of the very important benefits
this legislation will provide to our Nation’s
self-employed and their families.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 11, 1995.

NOTE: H.R. 831, approved April 11, was assigned
Public Law No. 103–7.

Remarks on Arrival at Lawson Army
Air Field in Fort Benning, Georgia
April 12, 1995

Thank you very much, Senator Nunn,
General Hendrix, Congressman Bishop,
Congressman Collins, Mayor Peters, distin-

guished Georgia State officials and members
of the legislature and local and county offi-
cials here. I am glad to be back in Georgia.
If I had known that there had been no Presi-
dent here since 1977, I would have come to
Fort Benning earlier. I’m glad to be here a
little late.

You know, when Senator Nunn was reeling
off all of the awards won by all the bases
in Georgia, I thought to myself, well, that’s
why Georgia never suffered from any of the
base closings. It had nothing to do with Sam
Nunn’s influence; it was all on the merits that
you did so well. [Laughter]

I do want to say a special word of thanks
to Senator Nunn for his leadership over so
many years in behalf of a strong American
military and especially for his counsel and
advice to me after I became President. Hav-
ing been a Governor, having never served
in the Congress before, it was especially in-
valuable to have the counsel of Sam Nunn
about matters of national security.

As I have said many times all across this
country, the mission we face today as a peo-
ple is to move into the 21st century, now
just 5 years away, still the strongest country
in the world, the world’s greatest force for
peace and freedom and democracy and still
the country with the American dream alive,
the dream that if you work hard and make
the most of your own life, you can live up
to your God-given capacities.

I believe that in this challenging but hope-
ful time we have to do a number of very
important tasks. We are up there now trying
to change the way Government works. We’ve
been working on that for 2 years, to make
it smaller and less bureaucratic but still able
to do the work of the people. We have to
create more economic opportunities for our
people, and we are working on that—over
6 million new jobs in the last 2 years.

We have to invest in the education and
training of our people. Much as the military
has done, we must do for all Americans and
not just when they’re young but throughout
their work lives to enable people to make
the most of their own lives. We know clearly
that in the 21st century, what you earn will
depend upon what you can learn. And we
know that the great divide in our country
today between those that are doing well and
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